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SOURCE A

There are few figures in history as controversial as Robert Clive. Some people described him as a
soldier of initiative, courage and determination. Other people saw him as reckless and unprincipled, a
rebel expelled from several schools for bad behaviour. They said his victories at Arcot, Calcutta and
Plassey were all the result of lucky gambles that put his men in unnecessary danger. It was also said
that Clive used tactics that were sly and against the accepted codes of battle. Clive was also described
as cruel, lacking in morality and greedy for personal wealth.

Adapted from an article in a British newspaper published in June 1988

SOURCE B

A painting of Lieutenant-General Lord Cornwallis receiving the Mysorean Hostage Princes after the
Third War at Seringapatnam in 1792, by Robert Home c. 1793
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